
Number 131                                                     March   2026 
 

1.     NOTICES 
 
Membership renewal for 2026 
The Membership Secretary, Mark Jameson, writes: 

Dear Members. 

I would like to thank all those members who have renewed. All payments 
received up to February 15th have been processed – However - I still wait to 
hear from 109 members.  

I apologise for not acknowledging receipt of payments, but my wife became 
seriously ill early in December and still remains in hospital. My attendance at 
Club events currently is affected.  

The March Newsletter together with the AGM papers (which include the 
Annual Report 2025) will be sent to you by post. Your membership number 
will be shown on the address label of the envelope in which these documents 
are sent. Please make a note of it! This electronic version only includes the 
Newsletter. 

The reminder renewal form is included in this Newsletter.  

If your membership number starts with 5 your payment is overdue [renewal 
date was 1st January].  If your contact details have not changed, I do not 
need to receive a completed form from you. For electronic renewals, please 
use your surname & postcode as the reference; for cheques, please make sure 
to put your postcode on the back [ £ sterling cheques only]. 

My contact details are shown on the form. Please use my e-mail for contact, as 
receiving phone calls when I am at the hospital can be very difficult. 

Thank you for your support of the Club. 

Mark D Jameson, Hon Membership Secretary 



 



NEW MEMBERS AREA OF THE ORGAN CLUB WEBSITE 

We are pleased to announce that the new 'members area' of the Organ Club 
website is now functional, giving access to visit booking information, online 
newsletters, and the club archive! 

 Club members will all be able to access the new area via their email address, 
and a password which will be sent to them. Access is via 
https://organclub.org/memberslogin.htm. 

 If you experience any issued logging in, you can reset your password on the 
website, or you can email hello@organclub.org for assistance. 
  
May 2026 Newsletter contributions 
Please email notices by April 14th at the latest to John Belling, 
Organ Club newsletter editor, at newsletter@organclub.org . 

                                                                                       John Belling (Newsletter Editor) 

Safeguarding: The Organ Club has a Safeguarding Policy that can be 

accessed through the website www.organclub.org 

2.    CLUB MEETINGS 
Saturday 21st March, AGM & Celebrity Recital, 
All Souls’, Langham Place, London, W1B 3DA 

 
A special venue – John Nash’s 
Regency masterpiece All 
Souls Langham Place, W1B 
3DA has been chosen for this 
special event. 
Standing in the shadow of the 
BBC Headquarters building, 
All Souls and its four manual 
74-stop Harrison and 
Harrison rebuild of the 
earlier Bishop/ 
Hunter/Willis instrument are 
no strangers to broadcasting 
and public events. 

 
The church doors will be open from 1.30 pm. 
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14.00    The AGM, to be held in the Waldegrave Hall (part of the crypt) 
The Club’s Annual business meeting will receive the 2025 Annual Report and 
Financial statement summarising the run-up to the Centenary year, and sent 
out in advance to all members. 

In addition to voting-in Officers and committee members, the names of two 
new Vice Presidents – Dr. William McVicker and Lord Michael Berkeley – 
will be put to the meeting. 

Proposals for recruiting a President-Elect to take over the role of President at 
the 2027 AGM will also be announced.  

Last, but by no means least, progress on setting up a Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation to manage income donated to the Club will be reported to 
members.   

The AGM will also include the launch of the Club’s Celebratory Compendium. 
This takes the form of a 300+ page hard-backed book, produced under the 
aegis of Past President Paul Hale. 
It is full of articles describing changes in organ design, music and other related 
issues that have occurred during the lifetime of the Club. 
It will undoubtedly provide a reference and long-term inspiration for members 
and non-members alike. 
A free copy will be posted out to all Club members, and a few copies will be 
available for inspection at the AGM itself. 

Admission to the AGM is free to members. Advance notice of attendance 
is not required.  

For those unable to join in person, the business meeting only will be connected 
by a Zoom link, which will be available from 1.45 on the day, using the link: 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89939610256?pwd=iwK17yKbs7d8qSKbQMeY
XsDjX599CQ.1  
 
One tap mobile Join instructions 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meetings/89939610256/invitations?signature=i
Aw2KKzgU0T5y6463_lKfw_Ykdvmjzp0mxpLRuYZco0 
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15:30 Celebrity Recital  
 
 
Recitalist: Jan Liebermann, a young 
German virtuoso with a huge on-line 
following, has been chosen to give 
this very special recital. 
 
His CV appears in the Annual Report.  

 
His programme will include: 

 
Overture, Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg: Richard Wagner (arr Lemare) 
Clair de lune  - Feux follets: Louis Vierne  
Sinfonia, from Cantata 29:  JS Bach (arr Dupré) 
Prelude & Fugue in B flat minor ("The 48"): JS Bach (arr Max Reger) 
Toccata, from Suite, opus 5: Maurice Duruflé.  

Jan’s performance will also include Variations on the hymn-tune 
Westminster Abbey (World Première) Denis Bédard.  
This is one of the organ pieces commissioned to celebrate The Organ Club's 
Centenary. It is being published by RSCM, and the first copies will be 
available for sale. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Harrison & Harrison organ at All Souls’ Langham Place 
Photograph by C.R.A. Davies of Harrison & Harrison 



 
This will also be the launch of Jan Liebermann’s latest CD, Sonority, recorded 
on the organ of Salisbury Cathedral last year – Jan will be signing your CD. 
It contains music by Hollins, Dupré Bach, Eben and Duruflé and will be 
available for purchase after the recital. 
It is being issued by Regent Records. 

Bring your phone, and please turn it off during the recital – but afterwards 
there will be an opportunity to take a ‘selfie’ (a picture featuring you and Jan 
together). 
 
The Royal School of Church Music will have a stand at the AGM. where, post-
recital, copies of the score of Denis Bédard’s commissioned work will be 
available for purchase, alongside other materials RSCM publishes. 
 
Members are welcome to invite guests to join them for the recital. In order to 
meet some of the costs of this event, there will be an admission charge of 
£10.00 for everyone attending. For bank transfers, please use: The Organ 
Club: 20-31-52, 00655171; reference – surname/first two digits from 
postcode/ASLP or AGM. 
 

Saturday April 11th 2026: Oxford 
We will join our colleagues of British Institute of Organ Studies (BIOS), which 
will be celebrating its 50th birthday this year. 

10:50  assemble outside Wadham College, Oxford 

11:00  refreshments (charged) 

11:30 – 13:00 : Okinaga Room (at Wadham) 
We will join BIOS members for session VIII, chaired by William McVicker, 
Organ Curator at London’s Royal Festival Hall, Director of Music at St Barnabas 
Church Dulwich and a visiting professor at the Royal Academy of Music. 

The session will commence with a talk by Bruce Buchanan on Willis. 

This will be followed by a panel discussion The Organ: Past, Present, Future 
Panel members: Alan Thurlow, Nicholas Thistlethwaite, William McVicker, 
John Rowntree, John Brennan, Jonathan Ambrosino, John Maidment, Jonathan 
Rennert/Paul Hale, Michael Koenig, Katelyn Emerson. 

14:30  Magdalen College Chapel 
Alexander Pott will demonstrate the 4-manual, 45-stop Eule organ of 2023 
which he recorded to critical acclaim in 2025, when Assistant Organist. After 
the demonstration, Organ Club and BIOS members will be welcome to play, the 
visit ending at around 16:30. 



 
Bookings: please contact Paul Hale at diaphone@clara.net as  soon as possible. 
Cost: £10 per person. This may be paid online in advance, or in cash on the day. 

For bank transfers, please use: The Organ Club: 20-31-52, 00655171; reference 
– surname/first two digits from postcode/ASLP or OXF. 
 

Saturday May 16th 2026: Westminster Abbey 
(Subject to unpredictable national events 

This will be a special centenary event, including a visit to St Mary Undercroft in 

the Palace of Westminster (to inspect the 1999 William Drake organ, whose 

colourfully painted case is inspired by Pugin's nineteenth-century designs). 

We shall also attend Choral Evensong in Westminster Abbey (just as we did in 

St Paul's Cathedral last September). 

You will understand that the Houses of Parliament and the Abbey have 

stringent security measures in place.  It will be necessary for members to 

provide their names in advance.  Full instructions will follow. 

Full details will appear in a future Newsletter. 
 

June 19th - 20th 2026: Malvern/Worcester area 
Paul Hale writes: 
Please consider joining me on 19-20 June for an organ-filled mini-tour in the 
West Midlands. 

We are privileged to be invited on a factory tour of Nicholsons and to play 
some of the finest organs in the area – large and small. You’ll see from the 
programme that I’ve managed to get us into two abbeys, a priory and a 
cathedral, nicely contrasted with two small but perfectly formed vintage John 
Nicholson parish church organs, both recently restored.  

It will be a true ‘contrast and compare’ tour, for which I will, as usual, produce 
a comprehensive handbook.  

I recommend we all stay in the Worcester Travelodge, which is conveniently 
just across the road from the Cathedral. For those who might prefer the 
Premier Inn, they need to be prepared for a bit of a walk, as it is situated by the 
Worcester County Cricket Ground. 

We will use cars and endeavour to arrange pick-ups / drop offs at the three 
Worcester stations. 

Please email me at PaulHale@diaphone.clara.net to express an interest. 

I look forward to seeing many friends for this event, part of the splendid 2026 
programme arranged for our Centenary Celebrations.  

mailto:diaphone@clara.net
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Proposed timetable 
 Friday June 19th 
10:15 Arrive and park at Nicholson & Co Ltd, Lower Interfields 
 WR14 1UU 
10:30-12:00 Tour guided by the Managing Director, Andrew Moyes            
12:30-14:00 Lunch at the Nag’s Head, 19-21 Bank St, Malvern WR14 2JG 
14.30-16:00 Malvern Priory (allow plenty of time for finding a parking space) 
16:30-17:30 Newland, Chapel of Beauchamp Community, WR13 5AX 
18:00     Book into Travelodge, Cathedral Plaza, 3 High Street, Worcester, 
 WR1 2QS, (overlooking the cathedral), 
 then free time to find dinner. 
19:30-21:00 Worcester Cathedral 
21:00     Return to hotel, perhaps taking in a hostelry on the way.                
  
Saturday June 20th 
09:00 Leave hotel 
09:30-10:45 Twyning, St Mary Magdalene, GL20 6DA 
11:15    Park in Tewkesbury (Gander Lane, off Church St, just east of the  
 Abbey, GL20 5PG); quick coffee in the Abbey’s Touching Souls 
 Tea Room. 
11:30-13:00 Tewkesbury Abbey 
13:15-14:30 Find lunch, then a wander in Tewkesbury or Pershore 
15:00-16:30 Pershore Abbey, WR10 1BL 
16:30 Depart 
 

1st to 5th September 2026: Organ Club Tour to the 
Basque Region of Spain 

 
This tour will include visits to a number of 
historic organs in the Basque region of northern 
Spain, including several built by Cavaillé-Coll. 

It will be led by Loreto Aramendi, an outstanding 
international recitalist and principal organist at 
San Sebastián.  
She will be on hand to demonstrate the 
instruments and answer questions about them. 
Time will be set aside for members to play.  
 
Left: the Cavaillé-Coll in Basilica Santa Maria 
del Coro  –  one of the fine instruments to be 
featured on the itinerary of the Club’s September 
2026 Tour. 



 
While those joining this tour will need to make their own travel arrangements 
and find and pay for their own hotel accommodation in San Sebastian, the Club 
is currently negotiating a group reservation of 30 rooms at the Social Hub. 
More details will be provided as soon as they become available. 
A joining fee of £50 (payable in advance but refundable up to 1st July 2026) will 
be required to cover venue and other costs in Spain. 

Please contact Gill Oldham to express an interest in joining this exciting tour. 
She will send you details of the arrangements and planned itinerary, as well as 
suggestions for travel (by plane or train) and hotels.  

Her contact details are: 
Gill Oldham. 2 Gilchrist Gardens, Warsash, Southampton, SO31 9NA.  
Phone 01489 564798.    Mobile: 07981815605 
E-mail: goldham425@gmail.com     
 

For your Diary 

Saturday August 15th 2026: An Organ Builder’s Ramble 
10:30   at St. Alban the Martyr, Brooke Street, Holborn 
14:00   at Notre Dame de France, 5 Leicester Place, Leicester Square 
16:30   at Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church, Shaftesbury Avenue 

All three large 3-manual instruments have been restored by 
B. C. Shepherd & Sons.  
 
July 18th 2026 : Barnet 
This visit is organised by Paul Hale, and still in the planning stage. It is 

expected that the visit will include: 
11:00 Barnet United Reformed Church (to be confirmed) 

14:00 St John the Baptist, Chipping Barnet 

 
Saturday October 17th 2026: 
The organ of Liverpool Anglican Cathedral, like The Organ Club, is 100 years 
old!  The Centenary Organ Recital by Ian Tracey will be a major event in the 
organ world.  Members of the Club will have reserved seats. 
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3. RECITALS PLAYED OR PROMOTED BY CLUB MEMBERS  

 

St. Alban the Martyr, 18 Brooke Street, London. EC1N 7RD 
Complete Bach Organ Recital Series, first Sunday each month 

given by Edward Batting, DoM of St. Alban the Martyr 

The dates in 2026 are: 4th January, 1st February, 1st March, 5th April, 3rd 
May, 7th June, 5th July, 2nd August, 6th September, 4th October,                 

1st November & 6th December 

Admission free with retiring collection.  
B. C. Shepherd & Sons have done a major restoration here recently. 

 

Methodist Central Hall Westminster, Storey's Gate, London SW1H 9NH 
Organ Matinees 2026, Sundays at 15:00 
Mar 15th 15:00 Paul Greally (Westminster Abbey) 
Apr 19th 15:00 Stephen Banfield (Kent County Organist) 
May 17th 15:00 Adrian Gunning (St John the Evangelist, Islington) 
Admission free, retiring collection. 

Westminster Abbey, London, SW1P 3PA 
Mar 1st 17:00 François Cloete (Organ Scholar, Westminster Abbey) 
Mar 15th 17:00 Travis Baker (St Leonard’s, Streatham) 
Mar 22nd 17:00 Matthew Jorysz (Westminster Abbey) 
Mar 29th 17:00 Paul Greally (Westminster Abbey) 
Admission free 

St Michael’s, Cornhill, St Michael's Alley, EC3V 9DS 

For March recitals, see poster below. 
Apr 13th 13:00 Hamish Wagstaff (Organ Scholar, St Paul's Cathedral) 
Apr 20th 13:00 David Goode (International Concert Organist) 
Apr 27th 13:00 Benjamin Markovic (St Mary, Barnes) 
Admission free (retiring collection) 
 
Reading Town Hall, Blagrave Street, Reading, RG1 1Q 
Lunchtime series:  MONDAYS at 13:00 
Mar 2nd 13:00 Andrew Prior (London) 
May 11th  13:00 Jeremiah Stephenson (All Saints Margaret Street & 
  St Paul’s Cathedral) 
Admission: tickets £5 online, £6 card only at the door.  
Ring 01189 960 6060 to book, or online at READING ARTS. 

 



Grosvenor Chapel, South Audley Street, Mayfair, London W1K 2PA 
Mar 3rd 13:10 David Ponsford (Professor, Royal Academy of Music) 
  Music to celebrate the 400th anniversary of the birth of 
  Louis Couperin (1626-1661) 
Mar 17th 13:10 Andrew Benson-Wilson (Basingstoke) 
Mar 31st 13:10 Richard Hobson (Grosvenor Chapel) 
  Music for Holy Week with the Grosvenor Chapel Choir 
Apr 14th 13:10 Richard Hobson will play and talk about the 
  Grosvenor Chapel organ, its history, how it works and what 
   makes it special.    
Apr 28th 13:10 James Johnstone (Professor, Royal Academy of Music) 
Admission free (retiring collection) 

St George’s, Hanover Square, St George's Street, London W1S 1FX 

Mar 10th 13:10 Travis Baker (Royal Birmingham Conservatoire) 
Mar 24th 13:10 Alex Trigg (St John’s College, Cambridge) 
Apr 7th 13:10 Jonathan Bunney (St Giles in the Fields) 
Apr 21st 13:10 Augustus Cox (Trinity College, Cambridge) 
Admission free (retiring collection) 

Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church, 235 Shaftesbury Avenue WC2H 8EP  

Mar 28th  16:00 Paul Greally (Westminster Abbey) 
Apr 25th  16:00 Claudia Grinnell (DoM, St Edmundsbury Cathedral) 
All recitals free with retiring collection, followed at 5pm by a light buffet. 
ALSO: 
Mar 8th 14:30 Philip Luke (Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church) 
 Celebration Concert honouring Philip Luke’s 42 years as Organist at 
 Bloomsbury and becoming Organist Emeritus. Concert will include 
  Philip Luke (organ) and musicians from Bloomsbury Central Baptist 
  Church.  

St Lawrence Church, Alton, GU34 2BW 

Mar 3rd 20:00 Carol Williams (International Concert Organist) 
Apr 7th 20:00 Benjamin Scott (Organist/tuner Harrison & Harrison) 
Admission £12. 

 
Birmingham Town Hall, B3 3DQ 
Mar 9th 13:00 Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist) 
Mar 23rd 13:00 Thomas Trotter (Birmingham City Organist) 
                      Fauré (Requiem) with the Gloucester Cathedral Choir 
Apr 27th  13:00 Francesca Massey (Concert Organist) 
Tickets £8.50 

 



 
 
 

 



 

 
 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*** Visit the Club’s website:  www.organclub.org  

*** Follow the Club on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/TheOrganClub 
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