
 
 

1.     NOTICES 

As we appear to be approaching some semblance of the old normality, we all 
hope that concert halls and other music venues will soon be welcoming in a 
culture-starved population. As evidence, we are delighted to announce our 
first visit since the start of the pandemic more than a year ago -  this will be a 
visit to Gorleston/Lowestoft on Saturday July 17th, and full details are given 
in section 2 (Club Meetings). This will be an excellent opportunity to renew 
acquaintances around the organ console! 

There are also some tempting visits coming up, ‘in the pipeline’, see section 2. 

                                                                                   John Belling (Newsletter Editor) 
 

2021 Membership - reminder 
A big thank you to the many who have renewed directly through electronic 
banking this year – much safer in lockdown.  A special thank you to all who 
have added a donation to their subscription renewal. 
 
There are still 9 members outstanding to renew.  Please – do keep in touch – 
the renewal form is shown on page 2.  The renewal date was 1st January. 
 

My contact details: 

92 The Hawthorns, Charvil, Reading RG10 9TS 
Telephone 01189 344212 

e-mail -  markmdjameson@btinternet.com 

Mark Jameson (Membership Secretary)  
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Organ for sale – owned by Gerard Brooks 



Organ Appeal: ‘sponsor a pipe’ at All Saint’s Cheltenham 

 
I would also like to share with you all some 
exciting news regarding our Organ Appeal. 
 
Our "Sponsor-a-Pipe" website is now live. 
An introductory video can be found here. 
The site features a revolutionary interactive 
"virtual console" that allows you to select a 
stop and press a "virtual key" to hear a 
sample of the pipe you have chosen. As you 
can imagine, sampling 2,500+ pipes for this 
was not a quick process! 
 
The site also features lots of information 
about the instrument and the work to be 
carried out, as well as recordings, 
photographs, etc. 
 
The organ is also available for visitors to 
use. Please feel free to contact me if you 
would be interested in visiting. 
 
Take care, 
 
Alex Fishburn (All Saints', Cheltenham) 

 
 

WALT DISNEY ORGAN - See our latest OCJ 
Our member Eric Bradley spotted an omission in the specification of the Walt 
Disney Concert Hall Organ (OCJ 2021/1, page 11) - Pedal 64Ft stop. 
Yes - an addition, and there are other changes, not showing on the organ-
builders’ and other web sites, that have been made to this instrument.  The 
organ builder has been in touch and there will be a follow up in the next 
Journal. 

The Father Willis Organ at Hereford Cathedral 
The organist has just released an interesting 13-minute video describing the 
organ, to celebrate the 200th anniversary of the birth of Father Willis (b. 

27/4/1821), which you can view on YouTube:  
(641) The Father Willis organ at Hereford Cathedral - YouTube 

http://www.sponsorapipe.co.uk/
https://youtu.be/5Au2Nc7DnlQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f0y64U0Jir8


MALTON, North Yorkshire - The Wesley Centre 
A contact made during the writing of the Christmas stamps article (OCJ 
2021/1, pages 28 - 33) has led to the discovery of an interesting project 
taking place in Malton.  The Forster & Andrews organ, originally in the Royal 
Normal College for the Blind in Upper Norwood, London and latterly in 
Hailsham Parish Church, is currently at Henry Willis in Liverpool for 
restoration and installation later in 2022 at the Wesley Centre.  As a result I 
am delighted to welcome Paul Emberley who is running the project to Organ 
Club Membership.   More details to follow. 
 

Loan of music sets for choirs 
Committee member Judith Howard has asked me to repeat this note, which 
first appeared in the January newsletter: 

“As we are currently without a choir, we are able to loan out sets of music to 
other choirs who may need copies - all standard traditional repertoire, from 
Tallis to Rutter.  Over 200 anthems plus Anglican service settings (Evensong 
and Communion) plus lots of carols and carol books. 

Alternatively, if any church with a choir has room for the equivalent of 2 
office cupboards and is interested in having the whole collection on long-
term loan, we would consider this. 

We also have available a quantity of adult-sized robes, red cassocks and 
white surplices - second-hand, so in varying condition! 

I can forward music list on an Excel spreadsheet to anyone interested. 
Email address: howardjudith@btinternet.com . “ 

The Organ Club Website 

The 2020 Club Archive downloads are now available on the website - see 
www.organclub.org   

 

July 2021 Newsletter contributions  

Please email notices by June 16th at the latest to John Belling, Organ Club 
newsletter editor, at newsletter@organclub.org, or write to him at: 

   42 Cunningham Park, Harrow, Middlesex, HA1 4QJ 
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2.    CLUB MEETINGS 

Saturday July 17th 2021: Gorleston/Lowestoft 
(Originally scheduled for July 18th 2020). 
We expect that this visit will be our first after the projected end of lockdown 
restrictions in June, and we are obviously very much looking forward to 
this!! 

11:00  St Andrew’s P.C. Gorleston, Church Road NR31 6LR 
3 manual N&B 1904, originally in St John’s Lowestoft before being 
dismantled and taken to Norwich R.C. Cathedral where it was never erected 
but was sold on to St Andrew’s Gorleston and installed there in 1979 by 
Wood Wordsworth 
Gt 11, Sw 13, Pos 6, Ped 10 

12.30 – 14:00  Lunch 

There is the possibility of a lunchtime visit to St John the Baptist, Lound with 
its spectacular Ninian Comper case. The organ is currently being overhauled 
and electrified by Boggis of Diss, and might be finished by this date. Our 
President, Paul Hale, is the consultant, and will explain the refurbishment 
plans to members. The church is certainly worth a visit just to see the case 
and is somewhere for members to eat their packed lunches providing 
permission is granted. 

14:30  Our Lady Star of the Seas, Lowestoft, Gordon Road NR32 1NL 
3 manual N&B 1900 untouched 
Gt 7, Sw 8, Ch 4, Ped 2 
Teas and Coffees will hopefully be served later as the church must be vacated 
by 4pm. Donations please. 

17:00  St Peter and St John P.C. Kirkley, Rectory Road, NR33 0ED 
2 manual Brindley and Foster 1881 enlarged to 4 manuals in the 1890s by 
N&B 
Gt 10, Sw 9, Ch 6, Solo 6, Ped 4 

Bookings to a.stevens405@btinternet.com or 01440 730085 by July 10th. 
Visit costs £10 
 
I am hoping that the whole visit can be done with those who can drive being 
able to give lifts to those who cannot. I also hope that between car drivers a 
good ferry service can be arranged for those arriving by train at Great 
Yarmouth railway station where trains at the moment appear to run 
approximately every 30 minutes. 

mailto:a.stevens405@btinternet.com


There is a large church car park at Gorleston and car parks for Our Lady Star 
of the seas are very close by and are £3 for 4 hours. Kirkley is street parking 
outside the church and adjacent roads. 

I am also prepared to go via Norwich and so could pick people up from the 
station there if that helps. 

I also think that packed lunches are the order of the day given that pubs, 
cafés and restaurants will most likely be very busy and service could be slow. 

                                                                                   Organised by Andrew Stevens 

In the Pipeline 

The following visits are planned; full details will be given nearer to the time. 
Please note them in your diary! (though please bear in mind that these could 
be subject to change, particularly in view of the Covid-19 pandemic).  

Saturday September 25th 2021,  Canterbury Cathedral 

We are invited to Choral Evensong, after which David Newsholme, acting 
Director of Music at the Cathedral, will give a short recital, after which 
members can play. This is an exciting opportunity to see, hear and play a 
large new organ by Harrison & Harrison Ltd, based on the Father Willis 
pipework. You can whet your appetite by viewing some interesting video 
clips of the restoration – just Google “YouTube New Organ Installed – 
Canterbury Cathedral”. 
We also hope to visit another church before lunch and then be conducted on 
a guided tour of the cathedral in the afternoon, following which there will be 
tea and then we are invited to observe the cathedral choir being rehearsed 
for Evensong - a great privilege, perhaps helped by the fact that David 
Newsholme is the President’s godson! 
 
Saturday October 16th 2021: Cirencester 
We start with a brief visit to Down Ampney [ 1/9 Walker] on the way to 
Central Cirencester - St John Baptist and its new 4m Harrison, also based on a 
body of Fr. Willis pipes.  
This will be followed by a walk to Holy Trinity Watermoor 3/29 Bishop.   
To end the day, to Ampney Crucis, the organ restored in 2019 - 2/13 “ANON”.    
The key church is St John’s and the sequences may change in the light of 
events.   A coach is being sought to collect members from Swindon Station.  
More details when available. 
 

  



Saturday November 20th 2021: St Alphage, Burnt Oak, HA8 0DN 
This is a special visit: our new President, Paul Hale, will describe some of his 
most interesting recent and current projects as an organ consultant, and 
Eleni Keventsidou will give a recital which was to have been given at the 
AGM, if not for the pandemic restrictions then in place. This will be a ‘meet 
the President’ opportunity for members! 

Wednesday 29th & Thursday 30th December 2021: 
The London Organ Competition 2021 
(St. Clement Danes, Strand, London WC2R 1DH) 

Saturday February 19th 2022:  Master Class at Merton College 
The Master Class will be given by Benjamin Nicholas on the fine new Dobson 
organ in Merton College Chapel, followed by Choral Evensong at New College, 
where the President was organ scholar, 1971-74. 

Saturday March 19th 2022: AGM  
Details nearer the time, but please note the date! 

Saturday May 21st 2022: visit to Guildford, including Cathedral 
Now confirmed. Details nearer the time. 

Isle of Man Tour (Originally scheduled for September 2020) 
We are now looking to hold this tour in September 2022 with the 
expectation of avoiding Covid related problems – dates to be decided, but 
will be a week between September 5th and 17th. 

       A week exploring organs, with some Victorian transport 

The Isle of Man has much of interest.  We will focus on seeing some of the 
organs in the some of the many churches and chapels on the island, but will 
also have the opportunity to experience Victorian rail travel and in the 
process see some splendid scenery in this essentially rural country. 

The island is a Crown Protectorate with its own parliament, legal system and 
currency.  As an independent state of fewer than 90,000 residents that 
recognises the Queen as 'Lord of Mann', it has never been a member of the 
EU. 
Further details will be published nearer to the date. 

Saturday October 15th 2022: Visit to Fotheringhay 
Details nearer the time 



 
May 2023 Mini-tour - Buckfast Abbey 
Very unfortunately, this visit, planned to take place this month, has had to be 
postponed: the Abbey is closed to the public at present, and the monks are 
shielding.  We very much hope to reschedule the tour for May 2023, if 
convenient with the Abbey. 

June 2023: walking tour -  “Lower” Windsor parish churches.  
(Originally scheduled for June 20th 2020). 
Covid19 and pre-existing long term planning for 2022 events in Windsor mean 
that this visit has been rescheduled to June 2023. 

September 2023: Birmingham tour 
Details nearer the time 

 

3. RECITALS PLAYED OR PROMOTED BY CLUB MEMBERS  
There is a good chance that recitals planned for June onwards will take place. 
Members should consult www.organrecitals.com for further information on 
potential recitals, but they should check with the venue before setting 
out. 

St Bartholomew’s Church, Ann St, Brighton BN1 4GP 
Jun 8th   13:00 Alan Ireland  (Hove)  
[Please note change of date – was previously advertised as May 11th] 
To check nearer the time: 0797 102 4889 

St Mary Abchurch, Abchurch Lane, EC4N 7BA  

Tuesdays at 12:30     Ian Shaw (St Mary Abchurch) 
Admission free – refreshments available 

The Temple Church, off Fleet Street, London EC4Y 7BB 

Jun 3rd 19:30 Roger Sayer (Temple Church) 

Southwark Cathedral, London Bridge, SE1 9DA 
Jun 18th  13:20  Norman Harper (London) 

http://www.organrecitals.com/


 

  



            Recitals starting with May 19th are expected to take place 

 

 
  



And finally …… !! 

 

 
 
 
*** Visit the Club’s website:  www.organclub.org  
*** Follow the Club on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/TheOrganClub 

http://www.organclub.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheOrganClub

